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The Lynching By Claude McKay About this Poet Claude McKay, born Festus Claudius McKay, was a key figure in the Harlem
Renaissance, a prominent literary movement of the s. His work ranged from vernacular verse celebrating peasant life in Jamaica to
poems challenging white authority in America, and from generally straightforward tales of black.
The Lynching by Claude McKay.. His Spirit in smoke ascended to high heaven. His father by the cruelest way of pain Had bidden
him to his bosom once again The awful sin remained.3/5(3). In other words, as the victims spirit departs from the world in The
Lynching, it would seem that the divine light of To the White Fiends departs with him. Indeed, in the second quatrain of The
Lynching, the only light is far above the earth. Statistics for lynchings have traditionally come from three sources primarily, none of
which covered the entire historical time period of lynching in the United States. Before , no reliable statistics are assembled on a
national level. "The Lynching" by Claude McKay was published in , after the end slavery but still during a period that saw violence
against African-Americans. The poem paints a disturbing picture of a lynching and reveals much about the darkest elements of
humanity. Lynchings were becoming a popular way of resolving some of the anger that whites had in relation to the free blacks.
From , 4, lynchings occurred in the United States. Of these people that were lynched 3, were black.
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